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RESUME OF MICHAEL D. CANNATA, JR., P. E. 

Michael D. Cannata, Jr., P. E. 

Areas of Specialization 

Investigations of safety, reliability, and implementation of public policy in the electric and gas 
industries; investigations of unit outage and system outage causes, electric utility operations and 
planning; bulk power system planning; interconnections; transmission system design. 

Relevant Experience 

Innovative Alternatives, Incorporated 

•	 Evaluated the appropriateness of the proposed Storm Fund Adjustment Factor and the 
Inspection and Maintenance Program Basis Service Adjustment Mechanism for Power 
Option, a load aggregator in Massachusetts Electric Company's first delivery rate case in 
10 years. 

The Liberty Consulting Group 

•	 Lead consultant for Liberty's review of the transmission system of Nova Scotia Power 
for The Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board. Liberty's review examined (1) system 
maintenance, inspection, structural design, materials, staffing, and related matters, (2) 
system planning, operations, system design, lessons learned, and other matters, and (3) 
utility communications, call center operations, staffing, outage management system, 
lessons leamed, and related matters after the collapse of multiple transmission lines in 
November 2004. 

•	 A lead investigator in the management audit of Consolidated Edison Company of New 
York reviewing adequacy of multi-area transmission planning and resource adequacy 
within the multi-area system for the New York Public Service Commission. 

•	 Lead investigator reviewing the adequacy of system interconnection requirements of a 
major renewable fuel resource for the Nova Scotia Utility and Review Board. 

•	 Technical advisor to the Maine Public Utilities Commission, Yermont Public Service 
Board, Kentucky Public Service Commission, and the District of Columbia Public 
Service Commission regarding the public necessity and convenience for a multitude of 
345 kY, 230 kY, 161 kY, 138 kY, 115 kY, and 69 kY facilities. 
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•	 A lead investigator monitoring Commonwealth Edison's implementation ofT&D system 
reliability improvement recommendations resulting from major system outages for the 
Illinois Commerce Commission. 

•	 A lead investigator in the prolonged outage of Ameren T&D facilities following severe 
wind and ice events in 2006 for the Illinois Commerce Commission. 

•	 A lead investigator monitoring Ameren's implementation of T&D system reliability 
improvement recommendations resulting from major system outages for the Illinois 
Commerce Commission. 

•	 A lead investigator in the investigation of transmission grid security in Illinois after the 
August 2003 blackout for the governor's blue ribbon committee. 

•	 Lead investigator reviewing the operation and outage of the fossil power plants of 
Arizona Public Service Company for the Arizona Public Service Commission. 

•	 Lead investigator reviewing the operation and outage of the fossil power plants of Duke 
Energy - Ohio for the Ohio Public Utilities commission. 

•	 A lead investigator in the in-depth root cause analysis of a fire at a major Commonwealth 
Edison substation for the Illinois Commerce Commission. 

•	 Lead investigator of the reliability of the T&D systems of four electric utilities in Maine. 

•	 Served as a lead investigator in the review of distribution and transmission practices at 
Alabama Power and Georgia Power Company. 

•	 Advisor for the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission in the merger of National 
Grid and Key Span and the sale of Verizon assets to Fair Point Communications. 

•	 Served as lead investigator in prudence reviews of major fossil and nuclear plant outages 
for the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission. 

•	 Served as the principal technical and analytical member in the Seabrook nuclear unit sale 
team acting for the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission. 

•	 Investigated the causes of overlapping unit outages at a major Reliant generation facility. 

New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission - ChiefEngineer 

•	 Managed a professional staff of engineers and analysts engaged in investigations 
regarding safety, reliability, emergency planning, and the implementation of public 
policy in the electric, gas, telecommunications and water industries. 

•	 Prime architect of the settlement between the State of New Hampshire and Public Service 
Company of New Hampshire (PSNH) that ended years of litigation and allowed state
wide competition in the electric industry to proceed. 

•	 Investigated the operation and outages of the fossil and nuclear facilities of the Public 
Service Company of New Hampshire. 

•	 Advisor to the Commission on utility system and operational issues including those of 
alternative energy generation. 

•	 Decision-maker on the Site Evaluation Committee responsible for siting major electric 
and gas production and transmission facilities. 
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•	 Sat as decision maker at the New Hampshire Office of Emergency Management's 
Emergency Operations Center. 

•	 Re-drafted the state's Bulk Power Siting Statute and facilitated resolution of widespread 
legislative tensions. 

•	 .Instrumental in achieving quality of service levels among the highest in Verizon' s service 
territory. 

Public Service Company ofNew Hampshire (PSNH) 

•	 As Director - Power Pool Operations and Planning, PSNH 
o	 Responsible for the operation and dispatch of PSNH transmission and generation 

facilities through the New Hampshire Electric System Control Center. 

o	 Core participant in the merger/acquisition team activities culminating in the 
corporate reorganization of PSNH. Recognized and developed a successful 
employee retention program used during the acquisition. 

o	 Core Task Force Member for the DC electrical interconnection between Hydro 
Quebec and the New England Power Pool. 

o	 Developed real time integrated transmission system loading capabilities for the 
New Hampshire Electric System Control Center. 

o	 Represented PSNH at all major relevant national and regional reliability 
organizations including: 

•	 New England Power Pool 

•	 System planning Committee 

•	 System Operations Committee 

•	 All technical planning and operations task forces conducting 
regional and inter-regional studies and analyses 

•	 Northeast Power Coordinating Council 

•	 Joint Coordinating Council 
•	 Edison Electric Institute 

•	 System Planning Committee 

•	 As Director - System Planning/Energy Management, PSNH 
o	 Coordinated the company's capital planning requirements for generation and 

transmission. Integrated its load forecasting and energy management activities. 
o	 A lead participant in the development and implementation of response strategies 

addressing the negative financial impacts associated with the proliferation of 
non-utility generation. 

o	 Ensured that the interconnections of non-utility generation met utility reliability 
requirements. 

oRe-designed	 the corporate budgeting system to allocate available resources by 
economic and need prioritization. 

o	 Driving force in re-directing corporate economic evaluations towards competitive 
business techniques. 

30 



•	 As Manager - Computer Department and System Plarming, PSNH 
o	 Responsible for the Engineering Division's computer applications support and 

transmission system planning functions. 
o	 Principal in the development, design and implementation of the first-in-the

nation application of 345/34.5 kY distribution. Resolved daytime corporate-wide 
computer throughput logjam. 

o	 Integrated the Engineering Department's computer applications into the 
corporate computer organization. 

Education 

M.B.A., Northeastern University - 1975 
M.S.E.E., Power System Major, Northeastern University - 1970 
B.S.E.E., Power System Major, Northeastern University - 1969 

Registration 

Registered Professional Engineer - New Hampshire #5618 
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